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its Hiuen Changs, its Bodhidharmas and Jinaguptas, the
other had its Augustines and its Nestorians—missionaries
of goodwill in an empire of the spirit. The real cultures of
Guptan India and T'ang China on the one hand and of the
Europe of Charlemagne on the other are in large part the
by-product of their devotion to the Unseen.
It is one of the tragedies of history that the rising tide
of Islam, while it was the carrier of another great culture,
destroyed so much of what it disliked and set up a great
barrier between east and west, which is not yet thrown
down.
The intolerance of the Semite has waged perpetual war
upon the Aryan interest in the new and the Mongolian
reasonableness, destroying where they were content to
tolerate and absorb. Thus, while the dreaded Turks poured
into Europe and battered upon the gates of India, and
while Christians, equally resolute, sought by force to win
a pagan world, forgetting their Greek heritage in their zeal
for their Semitic one, Buddhists bowed to the storm of
persecution and became missionaries of the cross-fertiliza-
tion of cultures.
Or to put it in other words the heretics of both worlds
—Nestorian Christians, Buddhist Hindus—driven alike
by intolerance in their own groups and by the sword of
Islam, became pioneers of goodwill and of international
co-operation in the T'ang Age.
The Buddhists brought a new artistic and spiritual im-
petus. The greatest works of Tang sculpture and painting
are Buddhist, and in our illustration we see the Master of the
Law, Hiuen Chang, returning from India to China after his
long pilgrimage laden with books and images; he plays a%
very notable part in sending China to study things Indian,
and the great T'ai-tsung tried to make him a Minister of
State. When the Master refused, saying that he was as
ignorant of secular things as of Confucian scholarship> the
Emperor established him in the Monastery of Great Joy
by the gate of the city, bidding him write an account of his
travels. In 648 the Prince Imperial honoured the monk

